
 

 

Diploma Programme subject outline —Group 3: individuals and 
societies 

 

School name 
Basic Academy of International Studies  

School code 
50613 

Name of the DP subject 

(indicate language) 

History of the Americas 

Level 

(indicate with X) 

 

Higher X 
Standard completed in two 
years 

 
Standard completed in one 
year * 

  

 

Name of the teacher who completed 
this outline 

Mutzhaus/Ritter Date of IB training 2/19/16 - 2/22/16 

Date when outline was complet-
ed 

March 2, 2016 Name of workshop 

(indicate name of subject and workshop catego-
ry) 

IBDP Conference - History of The 
Americas; History Category 1 

 
* All Diploma Programme courses are designed as two-year learning experiences. However, up to two standard level subjects, excluding languages ab initio and pilot subjects, can be completed in 
one year, according to conditions established in the Handbook of procedures for the Diploma Programme. 

 

If you will teach history, complete the following chart. 
 

Prescribed subject Topics HL option and sections 

Rights and Protest 8. Independence Movements 
1800-2000 

8. United States’ Civil War: Causes, course and effects (1840-1877) 

 9. Evolution and development of 
democratic states (1848-2000) 

17. Civil Rights and Social Movements in the Americas post-1945 



 

 

  16. The Cold War and the Americas (1945-81) 

 
 

 
1. Course outline 

 
– Use the following table to organize the topics to be taught in the course. If you need to include topics that cover other requirements you have to teach (for 

example, national syllabus), make sure that you do so in an integrated way, but also differentiate them using italics. Add as many rows as you need. 

 
– This document should not be a day-by-day accounting of each unit. It is an outline showing how you will distribute the topics and the time to ensure that 

students are prepared to comply with the requirements of the subject 

 

– This outline should show how you will develop the teaching of the subject. It should reflect the individual nature of the course in your classroom and should 
not just be a “copy and paste” from the subject guide. 

 
– If you will teach both higher and standard level, make sure that this is clearly identified in your outline. 



 

 

 Topic/unit 

(as identified 
in the IB sub-

ject guide) 

State the topics/units in the 
order you are planning to 

teach them. 

Contents Allocated time Assess
ment 

instru-
ments to 
be used 

Resources 

List the main resources to 
be used, including infor-

mation technology if 
applicable. 

 

One class is 80 minutes. 

 

In one week there are 2.5 classes. 

 

Y
e
a
r
 
1 

Introduction; Inde-
pendence Movements 
1800-2000 

Introduction to course; 
IB skills; Essay writing 
essentials; Slave Trade; 
Imperia-
lism/Colonialism; 
American Colonialism; 
American Revolution; 
Mexican Revolution; 
Irish Revolution; Indian 
Revolution; S. Africa 
Revolution; WWI 

Quarter 1 and 2 
12 Weeks 

Essays, Research Top-
ics, Projects, IB As-
sessment Practice; In-
ternal Test w/ Free 
Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computer Lab; Library; 
JSTOR; History of Europe 
(pgs. 1050 - 1057); 
Google Scholar; Major 
Problems in American 
History Vol 1 and 2; 
Born in Blood and Fire; 
The Mexican Revolution: 
A Short History 1910-
1920 



 

 

United States’ Civil 
War: Causes, Course 
and Effects 

Slavery, Origins of the 
Civil War, Westward 
Expansion, Union vs. 
Confederate, Factors 
of the Outcome, Re-
construction, African 
Americans in the New 
South 

Quarter 2 (and part of 3) 
9 Weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Essays, Research Top-
ics, Projects, IB As-
sessment Practice; In-
ternal Assessment w/ 
Free Response 

 

 

 

 
Essays, Research Top-
ics, Projects, IB As-
sessment Practice; In-
ternal Assessment w/ 
Free Response 

 

Evolution and Devel-
opment of Democratic 
States 

Definition of Democra-
cy; Extension of de-
mocracy in U.S.,  Mexi-
co, India, S. Africa, Ire-
land 

Quarter 3 and 4 
15 Weeks 

   

Y
e
a
r
 
2 

Cold War (1945-1981) WWII; Truman; Korean 
War; Eisenhower and 
Dulles; US Involvement 
in Vietnam; 

Quarter 1 and 2 
12 Weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

Essays, Research Top-
ics, Projects, IB As-
sessment Practice; In-
ternal Assessment w/ 
Free Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Rights and Protest Civil Rights Move-

ments in the US (54-

65): King; X; John-

son; KKK; Legisla-

tion, etc. 

 

Apartheid South Af-

rica (48-64): Man-

dela; Luthuli; Apart-

heid Legislation, etc. 

Quarter2 
7 Weeks 

Essays, Research Top-
ics, Projects, IB As-
sessment Practice; In-
ternal Assessment w/ 
Free Response  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Essays, Research Top-
ics, Projects, IB As-
sessment Practice; In-
ternal Assessment w/ 
Free Response  

Civil Rights and Social 
Movements in the 
Americas post-1945 

Indigenous peoples 

in the US; Role of 

MLK; Feminism; 

African-Americans; 

Youth 

Quarter 3 
8 Weeks 

Test Preparation and 
Review 

 Quarter 4 
9 Weeks 

 
 
 
2. IB internal assessment requirement to be completed during the course 

 
Briefly explain how and when you will work on it. Include the date when you will first introduce the internal assessment requirement, when the internal assessment 
requirement will be due and how students will be prepared to do it. 

 



 

 

Internal Assessment will be introduced August of Junior Year, at the beginning of course, and the assessment will be due March of the same year. First 
quarter will allow them to find and clear topic with instructor; topic will be locked in two weeks before end of quarter. Every week from this point 
through quarters 2 and 3 will allow an hour of class time to work on project, research, and work with instructor as needed. This will allow us to reach 
the 20 hours of class time needed. 

 

 

3. Links to TOK 

 
You are expected to explore links between the topics of your subject and TOK. As an example of how you would do this, choose one topic from your course outline 
that would allow your students to make links with TOK. Describe how you would plan the lesson. 

 

Topic Link with TOK (including description of lesson plan) 

Independence Movements 
1800-2000 

Connection to idea of truth and the possibility of truth. Is history true? Primary vs. Secondary sources, biases. Teaching origin, purpose and 
content, and value and limitations. Students will be given various sources on a single topic. They will attempt to discern the “truth” of the 
history through the various lenses while analyzing the biases and perspectives. 

 

 
 

4. Approaches to learning 
 
Every IB course should contribute to the development of students’ approaches to learning skills. As an example of how you would do this, choose one topic from 
your outline that would allow your students to specifically develop one or more of these skill categories (thinking, communication, social, self-management or re-
search). 
 

Topic Contribution to the development of students’ approaches to learning skills (including one or more skill category) 

Evolution and Development of 
Democratic States 

With our overview of what constitutes a democracy, students will construct a class democracy. This will require them to build and establish 
thinking skills, communication skills, and social skills to reflect on the meaning of democracy and how to sustain it with the different desires 
and perspectives of their classmates. 

 
 

 
5. International mindedness 

 



 

 

Every IB course should contribute to the development of international-mindedness in students. As an example of how you would do this, choose one topic from 
your outline that would allow your students to analyse it from different cultural perspectives. Briefly explain the reason for your choice and what resources you will 
use to achieve this goal. 

 

Topic Contribution to the development of international mindedness (including resources you will use) 

Independence Movements 
1800-2000 

With the usage of multiple independence movements from around the world, including Ireland, the United States, Mexico, Brazil, and India, 
the students will see various cultural differences and similarities as to what causes a revolution. They will see the innate humanity that wants 
certain basic rights, as well as the differences in each particular situation. We will also focus on the perspective of the countries that are losing 
the territory, country, etc. 

 
 

6. Development of the IB learner profile 

 
Through the course it is also expected that students will develop the attributes of the IB learner profile. As an example of how you would do this, choose one topic 
from your course outline and explain how the contents and related skills would pursue the development of any attribute(s) of the IB learner profile that you will 
identify. 
 

Topic Contribution to the development of the attribute(s) of the IB learner profile 

Rights and Protests Open-Minded: Seeing the perspective of an oppressed group and why they feel this way, even if you belong to the majority group. 
Thinkers: Using knowledge of this subject to allow them to take action for future change in our nation and around the world. 

 

7. Resources 

 
Are instructional materials and other resources available in sufficient quality, quantity and variety to give effective support to the aims and methods of the courses? 
Will students have access to resources beyond the ones available at school? Briefly describe what plans are in place if changes are needed. 
 

The instructors have unrestricted internet access, allowing access to multiple resources online. The students also have access to the school wi-fi from 
their devices, though it is restricted. We have a school library and computer labs available as well. The books we have chosen cover the history of the 
various regions we have selected for study. We also need access to various online databanks of journals and other primary and secondary sources. This 
will allow the students to have vast access to information for the Extended Essay and other projects for class. 

 


